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News Release

The University rfDayton
AIRCRM"l' -SAFETY TO BE

DISCUSSED AT UD
DAYTON, Ohio, May. ll, 1983 -- The University of Dayton Research Institute
(UDRI) will conduct a mini-symposium on aircraft safety on Wednesday, May 18, 1983.

The Aircraft Safety Mini-Symposium is designed to inform aircraft designers and
those concerned with aircraft safety about the work and research that the Research
Institute is doing and has done in the area of aircraft safety.
In conjunction with the symposium, there

"~ill

be a demonstration of the

Research Institute's new Natural Environment Wind-Rain Tunnel at 3:30p.m. in
the UD Mechanical Engineering Building.

During the day, a number of technical

papers will be presented on topics such as the influence of heavy rain on aircraft
performance.
Jack Enders, president of Flight safety Foundation, will speak at a
7 p.m. banquet in the Kennedy Union West Ballroom on "Research in Aircraft safety."

The wind-tunnel is described as having "the ability to simulate the effects
of rain on fast-moving objects."

For six years researchers at UD have studied

the effects of roughness on airfoils by means of computer simulation.

The

analyses of five "wind shear" attributed aircraft crashes which were accompanied by
heavy rain have lead UD researchers to suspect that heavy rain may have played a
major role in causing the crashes.

One use of the new tunnel will be to advance

research into that theory.
The mini-symposium is free and open to the public.

The schedule is

attached.
For press interviews and further information, contact Ro Nita Hawes at 229-3211.
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